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GOAL FOR TONIGHT

To provide you with 
information regarding the 

3-8 NYS Assessments



BELOW IS THE IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE 
FOR THE NEXT GENERATION STANDARDS:

 September 2017: Adoption of Next Generation Standards

 2017-2018 School Year: Two-day assessments measuring the current standards; 
professional development on Next Generation Standards;

 2018-2019 School Year:  Two-day assessments measuring the current standards; 
professional development continues on the Next Generation Standards;

 2019-2020 School Year: Two-day assessments measuring the current standards; 
professional development continues on the Next Generation Standards;

 September 2020: Full implementation of the Next Generation Standards;

 Spring 2021: New tests measuring Next Generation Standards



BACKGROUND

 In 2015, New York State began a process of reviewing the P-12 Common Core 
Learning Standards that were approved by the Board of Regents in January 2011. 
The revision process, which involved numerous classroom teachers, 
administrators, curriculum specialists, parents, and professors, resulted in the 
newly revised New York State Next Generation English Language Arts Learning 
Standards (adopted in 2017). Note ongoing review. 

 Across all of the grades, revisions were made to clarify the standards, ensure 
they are appropriate for students, and make certain there is a clear progression 
across the grade levels. 

 Wallkill Central School District will continue to participate in this process.



OVERVIEW

 For English Language Arts, the final revised standards include 28 anchor standards, 
grade-specific standards for Prekindergarten to Grade 8, and grade band standards for 
high school (9-10 and 11-12). Revisions were also made the Grades 6-12 Literacy 
Standards. 

 The New York State Next Generation Mathematics Learning Standards (2017) reflect the 
revisions, additions, vertical movement, and clarifications to the current mathematics 
standards.  We need to continue to prepare students to be mathematically literate and to 
teach them what it means to collaboratively problem solve.

 The Next Generation Science Standards are developed based on problem solving, 
student wonder, and inquiry.  Wallkill CSD teachers are participating in the development 
of STEM kits for the classrooms. 

 In June 2022 the first administration of the elementary grade 5 and intermediate grade 8 
science test. 



DATES OF NYS ASSESSMENTS

 The test continues to 
be a two day test.

 Grades 6-8 ELA will be 
on computer

 Grades 3-5 ELA will be 
on paper

 Grades 3-8 Math will 
be on paper



3-8 ASSESSMENT FACTS

The annual grades 3-8 ELA and Math test are only one measure of 
students performance.

The questions require students to apply their knowledge and explain 
their reasoning.  Students spend time reading complex texts, 
writing well-reasoned responses, and solving real-world problems, 
all of which are necessary skills to practice and master to succeed in 
college and careers.

The tests measure student progress against more challenging 
standards. 



HOW DO WE MEASURE STUDENTS’ 
PROGRESS?

In addition to the NYS 3-8 assessments, other important sources that inform instruction may 
include:
 STAR Assessments
 District Benchmark Assessments 
 Unit tests and chapter tests
 Projects, graphic organizers and anecdotal notes
 Essays 
 Group collaborations
 Homework

These various forms of data are important to give an overall picture of your 
child’s academic achievement to compare our student’s progress to county, 

region, and state.



WHY ARE THEY GIVEN?

 They serve as an ‘academic checkup’ to make sure your child is on track for the 
next grade level. 

 They measure progress over time so you see your child’s year-to-year 
performance.

 They provide a deeper level of information by pinpointing what skills your child 
has mastered and what skills he or she is still developing.

 Measure real-world skills 

 Require students to explain their answers, describe and defend their reasoning

 They measure: problem solving , writing, and critical thinking



3-8 ASSESSMENT FACTS FOR PARENTS

 Parents have the right to know whether their children are gaining the 
knowledge and skills they need to succeed beyond high school.

 Results are used to identify where a child excels and can be challenged to go 
deeper into the subject matter, or where he or she needs extra support or 
practice. 

 The results provide  objective information about your child’s progress 
compared to other students, school districts and the state.

 Whether they want to go to college or straight into the workplace, students 
need to be able to think critically and solve complex problems. With these 
tools, students have more choices about their futures and can make the most 
of their opportunities.



CHANGES IN OUR CURRICULUM

 The data we receive from the state tests help us to ensure that our 
curriculum and instruction are aligned with the NYS Learning 
Standards.  We have district wide teams that review our curriculum 
maps every year.

 This is why it is so important that we get full participation from our 
students to take the test, rather than Opt Out.  

 These tests do not affect student’s grades or promotion to the next 
grade.

 The NYS results is an important tool which allows our district to 
compare our scores to those in the region, county, and state.



AN EXAMPLE OF HOW WE USE STATE 
DATA…

We review how we present information in class to meet the 
rigorous standards, such as our assessments.

Grade 4 – Original Task:

After reading Winn Dixie (excerpt) and Because of Book Ends, 
students will create a graphic organizer that demonstrates an 
understanding of the characters’ traits. 

Then, students respond to the question:
How is the theme demonstrated in the characters’ actions. 



GRADE 4: REVISED TASK

Both chapter 2 and 4 are about the way of life for Native American Indian 
tribes - including their homes, their governments, and the roles of men 
and women. Describe the way of life for each tribe. How are the ways they 
live similar and different? Use details about both tribes from the text 
excerpts to support your response. 

In your response be sure to:

 Describe the way of life for each tribe

 Explain the similarities and differences of their way of life

 Use details about both tribes from both text excerpts to support your 
response



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

How will my child’s score be used?

Scores will be used to tailor instruction to students and measure how well 
schools, districts, and the state are progressing with the higher level learning 
standards.

State law forbids using students performance on elementary and middle 
level  tests as the sole or primary basis for students placement or promotion 
decisions. 



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

No. Learning rigorous content can be challenging – and engaging – for our 
students. 

The best way to prevent those challenges from turning into stress for our 
children is for the adults in their lives to be supportive and affirming. 

Assessments are intended to be only a moment in time for students to 
demonstrate what they know and can do, so that adults can determine how 
to help students achieve even more. 

Do state tests have to be stressful or overwhelming for students? 



NEXT STEPS

Teachers continue to be involved in the development and 
review of the NYS Assessments to make sure that they closely 
correspond with activities in the classroom. Wallkill Central 
School District continues to participate in this process.

Wallkill Central School District provides numerous professional 
development opportunities for our teachers to help them 
continue to meet the rigors of NYS Learning Standards.

The state releases the scores and tests each year to share 
with teachers



WHEN YOUR CHILD REACHES HIGH 
SCHOOL 

All students are required to take the updated NYS 
Regents Exams to obtain their High School Diploma

The SATs are aligned the NYS Learning Standards

It is vital that we prepare our students at all grade 
levels to meet and exceed these high expectations



RESOURCES
www.engageny.com

www.nationalpta.org

www.nysed.gov

http://www.engageny.com/
http://www.nationalpta.org/
http://www.nysed.gov/

